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«We trust in the living God, whv is the Saviour of all men.'—Paul. 
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DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION. 
If a mandie 8ball he live again? Job xiv. 14. _ 
To an intelligent mind, an inhabitant of this 
lower world" Heir cannot be a more im t 
and interesting *question proposed, than 
we have placed at the head of this article. We 
all feel anxions to know whether our existence is 


bounded by the narrow limits of time, or whether- 


we are to 8urvive the ravages bf death and rise 
triumphant from the grave. And we all feel that 
8uch an anxiety is perfectly natural and proper. 
There. is, indeed, 8omething in the mind of man 
which naturally inclines it to” eonsidervthis snb- 
ject. When we look aroundX things » 

may be seen, and consider thewetrong-and 
tain. tendency. to decay .and -dissoltion, 

we reflect that our friends, our neighbors, our- 
gelves,. and all created wat must go down to | 
the house appointed for all. the living,” and be 
here no more,—we.. feel an irresistible desire 
operating on our minds to lift the veil, which hangs 
between the present and future world, and to as- 


certain what our-final state. and condition are to | 


| be. | And, especially,— . | 
Our journey? Front Pe hog 
journey? , we have ulph in view, 
That awful al no mortal &'er repazeed, 
| To tell what's doing on the other s1de, ; | 
our thoughts become more deeply and intensely 
fixed on the gubjeet, and we seriously and feeling- 


ly revolve the question in our minds, *if a man die, | 


hall he live again ?? Indeed, we can find no rest 
to our minds, until, upon this question, we have 
atisfied ourselves; that *we 8hall all be changed, 
in-s moment, in the twinkling of an eye; until we 
are convinced, that *this corruption must put on 
incorruption; and this mortal mus. yat on immor- 
tality. ' | , | £\ | | 
In relation to the great and interesting ques- 
tion, whether man will live beyond the present 
state of his existence, there have been many opin- 
10ns eXxpr _ and maintained; - not 80 many, | 
however, in relation to that question, as in relation 
to the manner and mode of his future existence. 
_— be ares oe been owes Wigs 5 
y understandingly, we confess, —by e 
nations of the prayed rh) as well as civiliz- 
ed, that man's existence does not terminate with 
the event, -of. death; but that, when this *mortal 
coll 1s put off, he immediately enters upon an- 
other life, and into* the enjoyment of other and 
= more pleasant scenes; or else, is consigned 
penal. -or doomed: to rigid 

his past misconduet.- - There -was not, we grant, 
convincing-evidence. upon which to found 
zuch an opinion ; for there is not, s8ay what we 
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! than 8uch evidence as is drawn 


e One | 


penances, for. 
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may, 1m nature, any very satisfactory eyidence of 
a future existence. Dark and cheerless must be 
the prospect of those, who have no other founda- 
tion upon which to rest their hopes of. future life, 
m the changes 
and appearances of nature. It may in truth be said 
of them, that they are * without hope in the world.” 

We-are not unwilling to admit, however, that 
there are some things in nature, which would 8ug- 
gest to the mind the idea of future existence, but 
which could not afford any clear evidence of it, 
unaided by the volume of revelation. *Who,' in- 
quires a writer of some notoriety, *that first 8aw 
the little worm, seeking a suitable piece of dry 
wood, attaching itself to it —and then contempla- 
ted the little pendant coffin, in which the inani- 
mate insect lay entombed, would ever predict, that 
in a few days or weeks, the skin becoming dry, 
would burst, and a winged insect push its way 


= through the aperture, expand its wings, and 
unch into the air with gracefulness ? 'The cor- 


n of grain, *he continues,” and the process of 

vegetation, observed annually ; and the death-like 

appearances of winter, and the gladsome verdure 

of spring, are fit to teach us what the Creator and 

Governor of the Universe is able to effect, and 

convince us that He has power to loosen the bands 

of. death. It should not, therefore, be thought im- 

 po88ible, that God should raise the dead. : - 
'These appearances and c s in nature, we 

are..disposed- to admit, are calc to lead the 

mind of man-to contemplate the possibility of fu- 

ture life ;_ and, observing them, we do not wonder 

that the Poet, in the ardor of his feelings, should 

exclaim,— 

© Shall 7 be left, abandoned in the dust, 

When fate relenting, lets the flowers survive ? 

Shall nature's voice, to man alone unjust, 

Bid him, though doomed to perish, hope to live ? 

Is it for this, fair virtue oft must_ strive, : 

With disappointment, penury and pain ? 

No ! heaven's immortal spring shall yet arrive, 

And man's majestic beauty bloom again, ; 

Bright, through the year of love's triumphant reign.” 


] 


But, although we would not deprive a person of a 
8ingle particle of the comfort and support, which 
may be derived from the contemplation of these 
Fw ped and appearances in nature, and from the 
belief that they afford evidence in favor of a future 
life, yet we are free to confess, that we should be 
exceedingly sceptical, in relation to another exis- 
tence, if we had no 8urer foundation to rest our 
hopes upon, than s8ych arguments as these. Take 
from us the volume of Revelation, and give.us no 
other proof of future life than what may be drawn 
from the *things that are 8een,' and we | 
never enjoy the pleasures. of that hope, which, as 
the philosophical Poet justly observes, *18 given 
for blessings now.” -Upon no-other ground could 
we feel gecure, than, upon the sure testimonies of 
eternal truth, as revealed in the gospel-of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. --. 
But, besides the. argument. founded upon-the 
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__ and appearances in nature, in favor of fu- 
ture life, there is one drawn ACT de- 
ei which every one feels . within himself, of 
living beyond the present life. Addison argues 
in favor of the immortality of, the 8oul * from its 

asgions and sentiments, as particularly from its 
ove of existence, its horror of annihilation, and its 
hopes of immortality, with that sweet satisfaction 
which it finds in the practice of virtue, and that 
uneasiness which follows in it upon the commis- 
810n of vice. And again, arguing in favor of the 
8ame gentiment on the same ground, he tells us,— 


© It must be 80, | 

Elze whence this pleasing hope, this fond desire, 
This longing aſter immortality ? | 
Or whence this secret dread, and inward horror, 
Of falling into.naught ? Why shrinks the soul 
Back on berself, and startles at destruction ? 

"Tis the divinity that stirs within us, 

"Tis heaven itself that points out au hereafter, 
And intimates eternity to man.? 


But, to us, the argument founded on the univer- 
8al desire to live hereafter, does not appear to be 
at all conclusive. If it were, we gee no reason 
why an argument might not rest on the same 
ground in favor of living kere forever; for it is an 
unquestionable fact, that our. desire to live here is 
equally as strong as it 1s to live hereafter ; and it 
would be, in all probability, stronger 8till, if incon--: 
testable evidence were not brought, by every day's 
experience and observation, directly to the senses, 
that it can never be gratified. The argument in 
question, therefore, is not, to us, perfectly satisfac- 


tory. 

There is not, as we believe, any sustaining and 
8upporting evidence of a future existence, but 
guch as 18 drawn from the volume of inspiration. 
\ And it may be confidently asserted, that until the 

pel shed its-light and glory upon the world, all 
6 #4) the event of death was, as Job expresses 
it, *a land of darkness, as darkness itself, and of* 
the shadow _. of death, without any -order;- and 
where the light is as darkness.* We would not. 
be understood to mean, however, by this remark; 
that there were none, before our Savior brought 
"life and immortality to light,” who believed in the 
immortality of the soul, and in a future state of 
existence. Undoubtedly, there were many, very 
many ; but after all, the most they could say, was, 
that *man dieth, and wasteth away ; yea, man giv- 
eth up the ghost, and where is her They did, 
indeed, go 80 far upon the subject as to maintain, 
that *the dust returned to the earth as it was, 
a —_ _ indie gave it.” But the wings | 

.most p e most 9pm ing, coul 
not lift the veil, and see, as th Chriation Sees, 
that © this mortal must put on immortality, and this 
corruptible must put on incorruption.* - + | 

There ever had been, in the mind-of man, be- 
fore the gospel was proclaimed, a *secret dread” 
in the thought of death; and it is even 80, in too 
many cases, under the christian di | 
Before *life and i ity were brot 
light, by the labors and sufferi and death and 
resurrection of Christ, man could not understand 
what his ſuture state and condition was to be, or 
whether he should ever exist at all ; and this un-' 


certainty and nse were what pr and 
engines his Nurs of dun 


*. S , . l But now the ' RS 
is lifted; eternity is open to the view of man; and 


tion. 
t to 
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inheritance,” which is to be the final pogzession of 
= Every one may now stand, 
© On a ure , unshaken as a rock 
'That bears the force of storms, = kaya remaing, 
y bead 


Firm on its base, and rears its 

Above the clouds.” | 
But alas! How many are; still shivering at the 
thought of death! How many view their final 
destiny with unutterable horror! How many are 
yet destitute of that hope, * which entereth to that 
within the veil, whither Jesus, their forerunner, 
hath for them entered!! To the imagination of 
the unbeliever, even while the .gospel is in his 
hands, or within his reach, eternity appears as & 
dreary waste ; ® land of eternal darkness and 81- 
lence; over which unyielding solitude has reign- 
ed, and will reign, through interminable ages. 
He has no hope of future life, for his friends, his 
relatives, himself. He has inscribed on the por- 
tal of the grave yard, *Death is an eternal sleep. 
He looks upon the termination of his present life 
as the termination of his existence; and e 
when the grave is Elosed over him, to be, as if he 
had never been. He responds. affirmatively to 
the 8entiment of the Poet, who says, 

The 

Once 


| 


at, or wise, or brave, 
and silent in the grave, 
| BSengeless remain; one rest they keep, 

| One long,-eternal, unawakened sleep.” 
And, with this 'impresssion- deeply and firmly set- 
tled in his mind, it is not eurprising that he should 
view death as a fearful thing, and tart back at its 
approach, and tremble as he steps upon the brink 
of the grave. He has nothing upon which to rest; 
nothing to support him ; and nothing to overcome 
and destroy the fear of death, Joo 

The doctrine of anfiihilation, however, cheerless, 
and gloomy as it is, has not caused men to fear 
death 80 much, under the christian dispensation, 
-as those eng representations of the final 
destiny of imam Joie which have been given 
from the 8acred desk, and in the writings of \pro- 
fessedly wise men. - Men have been less fearful 
about dying, than about their state and condition 
after death. They have pre nerally concur- 
red in the opinjon, that they 1 be raised from 
the dead and live again; but they have not been 
able to 8ettle pals, yr 8atisfactorily, whether 
their existence -will be to them a blessing, or an 
endless curse ; andthe doubt and uncertainty: 
which hang over this subject, have, more than any- 
thing else, been the cause of their terror at the 
approach of death. Not knowing whether they 
were destined to endless happiness or endless 
woe; not knowing whether they should be able 

the favor and approbation of God, or wheth- 
er they should sink forever beneath the weight of - 
his displeasure, they have looked upon Poe: as & 
fearful thing ; and a fearful- thing to them, it in- 
deed is; and we should not.wonder if they wers 
induced to cry out, . 


Sek © Tis too horrible ! 
The weariest and most loathed present life, 
"That age, ache, penury, and imprisonment, 
_ Can lay on nature, is a paradise - 

To what we fear of death,” 


With thoas reprocentation of tho invieible world, 
W ave commonly been held up to view 
ly and indelibly i = <1 648 


every one may, clearly read his title to the-*great 


- 


| ed on their minds, 1t is no 
wonder that they four to die, and go, they know 


ing upon their minds, 

hope of life and immortality, which is brought 
ight in the 'gospel ; nor that faith, which is the 
evidence of things not seen.” 

Whoever will turn to the escriptures of divine 
truth, and read them, with « determination to un- 
derstand what they contain, will not long remain 
in doubt, respecting the question, *If a man die, 
shall he live again ?? Nor will he long indul 
his fears, in relation to his future state and condi- 
tion. The scriptures are very plain and decided 
on *this question; and it is from them, and from 
them alone, that we can draw eatisfactory- evi- 
dence of a future existence, and of future happi- 
ness and glory. We may. find in them sufficient 
evidence to establish the fact of Christ's resurrec- 
tion, upon which depends the strongest proofs of 
man's re jon, *If there be no resurrection 
of the dead,” 8ays the A e, *then is not Christ 
risen, And if Christ not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and our faith is also vain.” We 
would therefore call upon- our readers, and urge 
them, one and all, to examine the scriptaures, and 
endeavor to ascertain what they teach concerning 
the general resnrrection; for if they find not 
sufficient evidence in them to .convince them of 
future existence, we know not where to direct 
them for any =atisfying and satisfactory proofs. 
We might, indeed, lay before them the specula- 
tions of Philosophers and Theorists, who have en- 
deavored to Prove an endless continuance of our 
existence, from the immortality of the 8oul, and 
from the PIE progress it makes towards the 
en gen of its boner rat dear ovaery its 

ighest point. But, -laying aside_ ese fine- 
gpun theories, and metaphysical deductions, we 
are willing to rest our hopes upon the simple fact, 
that * Christ is risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrec- 


_ "tion of the dead. © For as in Adam alt die, even 80 
in Christ hall all be made alive. C. 6G: 
- [For the Universalist.] Yy 


Messxs EpiTtors :—Observirig in a. recent 
number of your paper a letter from a female cor- 
respondent, who represents her situation as being 
gomewhat unpleasant ; and inferring from your re- 
marks, that you are free to give advice to those of 

less experience than yourselves; I take the ry 
of qroamgge for -your congideration, and with 
the wo of deri some benefit from your 
counsel, a brief statement of my own grievances. 
I am a young man of moderately good attain-' 
ments, and have hitherto 8ustained a fair repu- 
tation for honesty, 8obriety, and industry. IT 
do not know that my moral character has eyer 
been impeached, with the single exception of how 
and then an_insinuation that my utter inability 
to understand the * doctrines of grace '—as they 
are calle ght be ominous of fature licen- 
tiousness of conduct. T may as well confess, 

I have Jong 8uspected the acuteness of. my own 
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Trinity ; the love of God as exhibited in ordain- 
ing a certain definite number to dishonor and 
wrath ; or the impartiality of a Being, who predes- 
tinated a certain definite number of the fallen rate 
of Adam to eternal life, without the least foresight 
of faith, good works, on any conditions performed 
by the creature.” My grandmother, a woman of ex- 
cellent disposition, and a calvinist of the old school, 
whom I respect very highly, and whose very heart 
would break, if she should discover in the way- 
wardness of my mind anything to confirm her 
8u8picions of the unsoundness of my faith, reg0- 
lately insists upon it, that it will bring her * grey 
hairs with sorrow to the grave,” if the excitement 
which prevails in our nei hborhood does not bring 
me to terms with my Maker. ' Were it not ex- 
ceedingly unbecoming, I should make myself mer- 
ry with a plot, which she together with certain 
other ladies, have made for drawing me into the 
kingdom of heaven, and which has been confiden- 
ti | Hp naming from one to another, until the 
whole town have the keeping of the secret. The 
fact is, I very much respect the female portion of 
8ociety, and honestly confess that there 18 one in- 
dividual of the 8ex who engrosses more of my at- 
tention than all the rest put together. It detracts 
nothing from her _ Foun qualities, that she is 
8eriously inclined, and has been brought: to dis- 
cover (what indeed 8urprises me more than any- 
thing else) that she has been awfully wicked from 
the dawn of infancy to the time when the present 
revival awakened her to a 8ense of her true con- 
dition. Now the plan of my grandmother and 
her coadjutors is this ;—they mtend to use their 
greatest endeavors to render the means. of grace 
80 far effectual as to bring the person alluded to 
within the walls of Zion ; and then, by gentle per- 
guag1on, and by dint of pious entreaty, induce her 
'to —_ upon my unregenerate heart through the 
medium of the tenderest of its affections. In short, 
they intend to persuade her to make'it-a condition 
of my acceptance, that I forthwith obtain religion, 
and make a public-profession of it. I hardly need 
add, that I-find myself in a very di eable pre- 
dicament. , For, owing to the fact that T have not, 
as yet, been able either to reconcile the doctrines 
of our minister with the letter and spirit of the 
8criptures ;' or the operations of the revivalists 
with the dictates of common sense, I am no near- 
er the point of 15 -oerns than I was a year 
ago and the only, alternative left me seems to be 
this ;—I must Ss what I do not, and cannot 


gratifying my mother, and securing the ob- 
ject: of my affections; or I must wait patient] 
for 8ome extraordinary illumination of mind ; an 
by 80 doing incur the risk of spending a part of my 
| life, at least, in a state of unregeneracy, and what 
has been erroneously termed, * single blessedness.” 
If you, or some- one of your correspondents, can 
devise any method for extricating me fro | 


on the 8ubject, you will confer a lasting obligation 
on one who can only be known at present, as 


8. 
REMARKS. 
We have but a few words to say. . We doubt 
not that persons” who would not knowingly do 


erceptions, hay 1 6 ount of finding myself entire- 
y incapable of un Sing the dootrine of the 


wrong, have regorted to dients like that ; 
tioned by our Crred Inge for the 8ake of a. 


feel; and thus becorge a hypocrite for the sake of 


embarrassments, and will publish any useful hints 


J 


be” 


4H ex 

ing to the.church * such as 8hall be saved.” The 
fault lies with those who are unwise enough to 
think thattruly religious feelings can be produced 


Fault lies with those who adopt measures of the 


principle, but mild and charitable in their feelings 


by. coersive measures. Let them examine the 
gubject, and it will be found that the mind must' 
be convinced of the truth of a doctrine before it 
can be understandingly. embraced ; and that pro- 
fes810ns, in the absence of sincerity, or when made 
for the purpose of obtaining some desirable end, 
must neccessarily tend to vitiate the hearts of 
those who make them, without its being . possible 
for any good to result, from them. 

But..it is in this case as in many others—the 


kind alluded to, while it is the misfortune of the 
innocent to be brought within the reach of that 
unholy influence which would, if suffered to go on 
without restraint, sacrifice the most pure and. en- 
nobling affections of our nature, for the sake of 
gaining converts to doctrines repugnant to. rea- 
80n, and useless, as respects any other purpose 
than the aggrandizement of a sect. We would 
respectfully advise those . who are the innocent 
gufferers in any such cases, to remain steadfast in 


and conduct ; for no heart can be worth the pains 
taken to secure its affections, which 1s 8uscepta- 
ble of impressions that.can but alienate them from 
their object, or which can passively lend itself to 
others, as an instrument to deprive a kindred 80ul | 


of that liberty which is its inalienable birthright. |. 


L. S. E. 


[For the Universalist.] 


CONCERNING COMMUNION WITH GOD. 


In answer to the question, Into what estate did 
the fall bring mankind? the catechismsays; * All 
mankind by the fall lost communion with God, fell 
under his wrath and curse ; and were 80 made 
liable to alk the miseries of this life, to death itself, 
and to the pains of hell forever.” | 

If the holy scriptures had given us such infor- 
mation respecting the consequences of the' first 
transgression, we may Teasonably s8uppose that 
the Rev. and 82ge doctors, who composed the 
creed, would not. only have known the fact, but 
would have been willing to have treated the 8crip- 
tures with respect by giving the answer to their 
question in the words of divine revelation. In 
8uch a case, while we should entertain the opinion 
which we now do of the sacred writings, we should 
not feel at liberty to call the fact in question. 
But the case, as it now stands, is widely different 
We have no authority for believing that 8uch aw- 
ful consequences did, by any divine arrangement,. 
result from the first transgression, unless we ac- 
cept the. bare declaration of those doctors who 
framed the creed, as 8uch authority. This we are- 
unwilling to do; and we could assign many rea- 
gong, why we are thus unwilling ; but one 18 s8uf- 
ficient, and that is,.it would not be doing by.those 
doctors as we wish to be done by. We have no- 
desire that any man living should accept of our 
bare assertions concerning things about which we. 
are totally ignorant, as sufficient authority for 
them to rest a belief on, which involves the moral 
perfections of the adorable Author and Supporter : 
of our existence, - OTE 

Without wishing to cast any reflections on. 
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ity than to judge, we. wish 
wy —__ of our heaven 


ication.” Fe propose 
tal answer only, 
with God. And in 
doing this we must be candid. enough to allow 
that we may_ not perfectly comprehend what the 
framers of the creed meant. by. the loss of this 
communion. 'That is,,we do noFknow what they 
meant by the word. commumon. That God commu- 
ned with both A and Eve, and that they com- 
muned with God after transgression, we have di- 
vine authority for believing. eh; 
Before transgression we are not informed that 
God held any communion with Eye, but after she 
was beguiled by the serpent, and had eaten. of the 
forbidden fruit, and given it. to her husband -and 
he had eaten thereof, God communed with them 
both. He came into the gardenin the cool of the 
day, and called unto Adam, and said, © Where art 
thou ? And he 8aid, I heard thy. voice in the gar- 
den and I was afraid; because I was naked ; and1I 
hid myself. And he aid, who told thee that thou 
wast naked ? Hast thou eaten'of the tree, whereof 
'T commanded thee, that thou shouldest not. eat ? 
And the man 8aid, the woman-whom.thon gavest 
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and-I did 
eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, 
What is this that thou hast done ? And the woman 
821d, the serpent, be wied me, and. I did-eat,” 
Here we are informed of what gr ack by inter- 
gation, to both Adam and Ev r they had 
sInned ; and also of what they both aid in reply- 
A e communication on both sides appears to 
be perfectly free” from anything which indicates 
that any by will was lost, or wrath incurred. 
It is true that God treated them as a kind affec- 
tionate, parent would treat children who had con- 
ducted aropeiy. But that there is the least in- 
dication, that the divine loving kindness was at all 
lessened towards these erring children we: have 
no authority for believing. \ As the pen of inspira- 
tion relates the foregoing account, it is very evi- 
dent that the sin which was committed by our first. 
parents had but a very slight effect on their 8ense 
of moral duty. 'They.were very far from havi 
lost all regard to-truth-and honesty ; for when God 
asked Adam whether he had eaten of the forbidden 
fruit, he made no effort to evade the question or to 
deny the fact. He told his Maker the honest truth, 
although it was of euch a nature as to criminate her 
who was bone of his bone. and flesh of his flesh. 
He neither attempted to deny what he had done, 


frail human nature, which it better becomes us to 


Le 


Nor tohide from his Maker what the wife of his bo- 


som had d« | - did Eve. discover any less 
_— than did Adam. She said, 
©'The serpent beguiled me, and eat.” What 
parent, possessing those aflgetions which the au- 


| of our common nature ag 

tection-ant defence of.,out Children, could, af- 
x hearing the honest confesgion of his offspring 
in an- instance of disobedience, withdraw his love 
from them, debar them from communing with him, 
and subject them to his wrath and curse forever ? 
Surely, the disobedience of,children must partake 
of qualities more heinous than any with which we 
are acquainted, or such conduct in the parent 
would indicate far the greatest degree of moral 
depravity ! 

n fact, to .speak candidly on this. 8ubject, and 
without wishing to cast any reflections on divines, 
whose honesty we have no dispoxition to call in 


o 
- 


question, / at, as 211 the story 
of the firs n, and. e-dealings. of 
God with his | make out that 
the Creator was fax more out, of the path of that 


treat on this 8ubject, we admire the riches of the 
divine favor manifested towards our first parents, 
after transgression. MN 
This divine favor, if possibÞIs, was 8till more 
manifested in the case of the more heinous offence 
of Cain, who slew his innoeent brother. It 1s very 
evident that the moral corruption of this murder- 
er's heart-had advanced to a greater degree of de- 
vity than that which was found in Adam and 
Eve. This we infer from two circumstances, 
which fully justify our conclusion. 
1s, 'The sentence of retribution on Cain was far 
more 8evere, than was that on his father and mo-* 
ther: .and-2d, when God asked Cain where his : 
brother was, he not, only refused to own his guilt 
as his parents did theirs, but he manifested a very 
deep - corruption- of heart by the testy question, 
Am I my brother's keeper ? But here again we. 
find God communing with this foul offender; and 
_ 80 far from withdrawing his loving kindness from 
os on made special provision for the security of 
— PIR 
- These hints are given, that candid people may 
be induced 80 far to mistrust what the creeds of 
men- teach, as to bring them to a careful trial by 
the divine testimony. h H. B. 


| PRIMITIVE REVIVALS. 
It may not-be unnecessary to inform our rea-' 
ders, that-there is as we view the thing, a very 
difference between modern revwals, upon 
which we made 8ome remarks in & Cm p—_ 
and those which, 'in this article, we « 
the name of regs Fornins . gas we mean 
those revivals of religion, of which we have an 
account in the New 'Testament. - In: the: paper 
alluded to, we endeayored to point out the means, 


by which modern revivals. are produced ;. and ' we 
think it was made to appear plain, that they 


are produced by vivid and terrific descriptions of 
eternal torments. In fact, we do not believe that 
any of thoge feyerish and disorderly excitements 
could be set in motion, if it were not for the doc- 
trine of 1 inable - torments, operating 'most : 
powerfully on the 'pagsion of fear, and, by” this 
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In no other way, in our opinion, could modern 
revivals be-produced. i 6 

This, however, is not the case, with re to 
those revivals of religion, of which we read in the 


8criptures. In producing a revival of genuine re- 
hgion, it 18 needless to alarm the passon of fear, 
or to 8et forth the wrath and vengeance of the 
Eternal, or to declaim in favor of eternal torments. 
If we -search the s8acred record to find out what 
means were formerly adopted, to bring about a re- 
vival of religion, we shall find no efforts made to 
alarm . the minds of men; no descriptions of an 
angry and vindictive God; no appalling and dis- 
tressing accounts of future misery ; no dark and 
gloomy forbodings of our future destiny ; no, there 
is nothing of all this. There is not a single instance 
recorded in the book of truth, wherein the preach- 
ing of future, eternal misery, is made a necessary 
means of converting the sinner, or of gaining con- 
verts to christianity. In the remarkable sermon 
of St. Peter, which produced the conversion of 
* abont, three thousand souls,” there is nothing 
8aid of the exceeding sinfulness and depravity of 
the-human heart; there is not a syllable uttered, 
concerning the interminable misery of those, who 
despise and reject the -proffered mercy of God; 
no, nor 18 there an appeal made to their passions, 
or an attempt made to excite any unusual or un- 
natural emotions. On the :contrary, St. Peter 
addresses himself to their understandings, and 
Shows the truth of the doctrine he held by a direct 
and. forcible appeal to facts, with which they were 
all acquainted, and: which they could not gai 

or deny. He reasons with them; and endeayors 
to.show them; by referring to what their 

had previously declared, that the sentiments he 
uttered were 8usceptible of the clearest proof, 
and were therefore entitled to credit. And it 
was 8uch- preaching as this,—clear, forcible, ra- 
tional, convincing argument,— which was instru- 
[mental in ing the conversion of * about 
three thousand- £ouls.* It was such preaching as 
this, which made-the enemies of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, even those who were his accusers and cru- 
cifiers, cry out, * Men and brethren, What: shall 
wedo? Andif this kind of preaching be capa- 
ble of producing 8uch wonderful effects, such 
transcendently glorious results, let that other kind 
of procching be abandoned, henceforth and forev- 
er} It is better, far better, to enlighten and in- 
form the understanding, and thereby produce a 
calm and rational revival of religion, one which 
hall be regular in its operations and lasting in its 
effects, than to excite the passions, and kindle up 
a flame of religious zeal, which must inevitably-be 
extinguished, when the fuel that feeds it is ex- 
hausted. Let every thing be done, in revivals of 


give | religion, as ih every thing else, * decently and in 


order. | OE 
In St. Peter's Sermon, then, which was produc- 
tive of 80 much: good, there were no descriptions of 
the final torments of the sinner; no attempts to 
alarm the fears, or to distract the minds of those 
who were converted. And we _—_ here add, that 
divine <tr never "_ guch þ Kar 
, means, e.purpose of promoting cauge 0 
religion, or in order to turn the 8inner from the 
evil of his ways. Witness, for instance, the case 
of St,, Paul's” ion. We- may confidently 
assert, that the cause of Christ was never assailed 


means, destroying the regular tone of the mind. 


and opposed by a more decided and inflexible 
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enemy, than Saul of Tarsus. There was nothing 
left undone, which it was possible for him to do, 


towards effecting the destruction of the religion of | steadil 


Jesus. Yet this 8ame uting Pharisee was, 
at last, to become a bold and faithful servant of 
Christ, and a fearless defender of that same faith, 
against which he had been 80 outrageously zeal- 
ous. But how was this work of conversion to be 


accomplished ? By &etting forth the terrors of in- 
finite wrath? By portraying before his imagina- 
tion the inexorable indignation of an almigh 


Sovereign? By A and terrific descriptions 


of eternal torments? By png prospects of 
—_— and yet of unendurable misery ? We ap- 
to the history of that memorable conversion. 
here we learn that as he journied towards Da- 
magcus, - * yet breathing out threateni and 
o_ _ the disciples of the Lord,” there 
*s8uddenly shined round about him a light from 
heaven ; and he fell to the earth, and heard a 
voice 8aying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecu- 
test thou me?* O what an affectionate interro- 
mom * Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ? 
et this simple question, proposed in s8uch an af- 
fectionate manner, regulted in the complete con- 
version of the persecuting Saul. It was more ef- 
fectual in subduing and destroying the enmity of 
his proud and s8tubborn heart, than would have 
been ten thousand thunders from the * mount that 
might be touched? than all the flames of the 
Christian's imaginary Hell, could they have risen 
up to his view. It was the love of God, as exhib- 
ited in the character of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
&hed abroad in his heart; and the operations of 
that love, he could not resist. It led him to c 
out, *Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
ted him to 


t 
forth, boldly, in the. name of his 
Lord and ' "xbwuay roclaiming redemption and 
8alvation for all mankind, and declaring unto all 
the everlasting © gospel of the blessed God. O, 
How important was this man's conversion! Impor- 
tant to himself, important to the cause of Christ, 
important to the generation in which he lived, im- 
rtant to all the generations that have 8ncceeded 
and will 8ucceed him, down to the end of 
time! And yet, how ily. was it effected. 
Simply, by revealing. to his understanding the love 
of God; . simply, by teaching- him” the folly and 
Iv by 


wickedness of his persecuting career; simp 
remonstrating in a conciliatory manner, 
his evil practices and pursuits. We would there- 
fore 8ay to every one, who desires to convert the 
sinner from the error of his ways, *Go thou and do 
likewise.? | S549 
From the remarks we have now: made on this 
gubject, our readers will perceive what our views 
of religious revivals are, and what we consider 
the: best 'means of producing them. We have, 
therefore, but a few words more to add. We 
have been anxious, and are till anxious, that all 
our readers, be their religious opinions what they 


may, should consider us as friendly to revivals -of | evil 


religion, in. the proper 8ense of that expression. 
It is our earnest desire, that the cause of, * pure / 
religion” may be revived among us.. We would 
have men, not only profess to be” religious, but 
be religions. The nypuaty of virtue, whieh we 
take to be religion in the ouly proper 8enge of 
that expression, we would sincerely and earnestly 
recommend to all. There is nothing we are' more 


. | and pags away. For they eat the bread of wiok- 


v*- 
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urge men to live as becomes the man and chris- 
tian ;—wherein they have done” to follow 
ily the same course; and wherein they have 


done wrong, to r and do 80 no more. 'This 
would be a revivitef religion much to be desired ; 


infinitely more ose transient but fefvid 
excitements, which are produced by the fear of 
future punishment. A'person, agitated by strong 
apprehensions of future misery, under the influ- 
ence of fear, may sincerely resolve to pursue a bet- 


ty | ter course of conduct ; but soon that excitement 


subsides, and he euddenly relapses into his former 
evil habits. Not 80 with a man, when his under- 
standing is enlightened, and he —_— pe 
the evil nature and consequences of his ginful 
course. Such a man makes no rash resolves, 


forms no ipitate jud promises no more 
than he ks hs to nes =o will therefore, of 
course, be much more likely to. become a reform- 
ed and virtuous man, when he 6 28 upon 
that course, than-one of an opposite description. 
For this reason, in revivals c on, we would 


have men be calm, and eollec and exercise 
their best powers, and, in a word, to live according 
to the dictates of the benevolent religion of their 
divine Master. . C. EG. 


jr” "EI 


ADVICE TO A SON. 
© My 80n, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my 
8ayings: let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them 
in the midst of thy heart: for they are life unto those that 
"I and health to all their flesh.* Prov. iv... 20, 
3 Sas, - 


The author of this as8umes the char- 
acter of a father, and gives instruction:as to a 8on. 
The 8ayings to which he refers, and which are 
life to e that find them, are those 'in which he 
——_—— and avoid wicked- 
ness. He 8zys— Wisdom is more precious than 
aura Spec rem meer rr 
not to be c unto her. £4 "of.. 
in her right hand; and in her left hand rickes and 
honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness and 
all her paths are peace.” . 62-4 

The 80n is here presented with four very desir- 
able attainments, which he could gain by attend- 
ing to his parent's advice. First ; he is told how 


he live long ; 8econdly;; how he may be 
xe gr trs-2e A thirdly; 'how' he may find 
pleasant ways : and fourthly ; how he may be fa- 
vored with peaceable paths. All these desirable 
blessings, the 8on is promised, if he would attend 
to the instructions of wisdom. Wisdom, here re- 


commended, 'is only another name -for religion. 
PPF 
i 


*My 80n, if you would 1 live earth, 
be and honorable, = Rae's cy and ha 
Y _— be religious.” 28944 fe -: 
. On the other hand he s8ays—* Enter not into the + 

paths of the wicked, and go not into the way-of . - 


u men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, 


the wine of violence. 'The way 
of the wicked is as darkness—but the path of the 


just is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
those of like character are the ones to h the 


parent desires his on to attend; and which, he 
Says, *are life unto those that find them, and 


desirous of doing, and doing faithfully, than to 


health to all their flesh.” 


—_— 
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1st. As this advice comes from a. father, and{is 
given to his son, we may well _—_— that it is; 
good advice, and such as will profit us if we duly 
regard it. Parents are the proper persons to 
give instructions to their children. One good 
reason is, they love their children, and will not 
designedly misguide them, nor use any deceit 
for the purpose of bringing them into difficulty. 
Strangers may prove unkind, and sometimes take 
advantage of youthful inexperience for the pur- 
pose of prospering 8ome ungodly design. Wor- 
thy yuunes never conduct in this _— 

2d. Another reason why it is peculiarly proper 
for parents to instruct their children 1s, they 
generally, have acquired- knowle by expert- 
ence, they have travelled the road of early life, and 
are acquainted with its dangers and difficulties 
—with the temptations and allurements which are 
calculated to geduce- the yo and inexperi- 
enced from the tight path ; rob of their fair 
name ; blast their future hopes ; involve them in 
the labyrinth of gin and consequent misery ; and 
bring them early victims to the tomb. Prudent 
parents would. direct their children in a way 
which would avoid these disastrous evils. : 

The good parent, who is giving instruction in 
the passage which heads this article, is seeking 
the present advantage of his child. To induce 
his child to be obedient to his precepts, he holds 
up before him og rewards; thſe and health. 
He admonishes his son to observe dictates of 
divine wisdom, and to avoid the path of the 
wicked, that he may: be blessed with health, and 
enjoy the present life. He 8ays, not a word con- 
cerning those imaginati whic :h 8ome rehgious 
professors have introd into 8ociety as mer- 
itorious of endless glory—but the instructions 
wn he gave are life and health, in —_; 
whereas those imaginations, in themselves, pos- 
gess No moral cn axcope the CTA rack, 
misery, and horrors, which they breathe, b 
which 0 is alarmed, human felicity destroyed 
and by which they are proved to be the produc- 
tions of error. | 

We wish the reader carefully to notice that 
this parent is particular in saying his words and 


parent to his son, were intended to lead him to 
avoid evil and do good ; but the inducements 
which his prudence leads him to lay before his 
child, are all this side the grave. 

4th. Moral life is a redemption from a death 
in trespasses and sins. 'Those who violate the 
rinciples of morality—who are degenerate in 
eart, and ungodly in practice, can not be said 
to be morally alive. What God said to Adam 
and Eve, concerning the forbidden fruit, may be 
8aid, with strict propriety, to all their descen- 
dants. *In the day thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die.” Here the wisdom of Almighty 
God is discovered,—there 1s no tedious delay be- 
tween the offence and the punishment; but in 
the very day on which our first parents should eat 
of the forbidden fruit, they should surely die. Let 
the s8inner pause, and hear the truth; he must 
die as did the guilt F --—i Eden, on the very 
day he partakes of forbidden fruit. 'There is, now 
mach forbidden fruit in the world, and there are 
many 80 unwise as to partake thereof and die. 
The death of which we are now s8peaking, is mor- 
al death, or loss of innocence and happiness. 'The 
whole world has become gnilty before God—and 
moral * death has passed upon all men, for all have 
ginned,% If we would rise from-the dead to new- 
ness of life, and newness of obedience, we must 
hearken to the admonitions of wisdom—they * are 
life to those that find them and health to all their 
flesh.' *He that would love life and _—— 
days, let him refrain his tongue from evil his 
lips that they speak no mer bo ; let him avoid evil 
and do good, seek peace and pursue it.” Nothing 
is 8aid to his 8on, by this parent, concerning a fu- 
ture world, either as an encouragement to virtue 
or dissuasive from vice. Both his encouragements 
and dissuasives were of an earthly nature. The 
( gcriptures abound with snch instructions of- = 
moral nature advising the pursuance of a mor- 


y | al, religious hfe, as the only method of securing 


earthly felicity. | 

Reader, * Godliness $8 profitable.” This is the 
truth of "God. why iness 4s unprofitable. 
This is-equally true. It is a question which the 
heart of man is naturally engaged—how shall we 


instructions are life, and health to all the flesh of | best 8ecure to ourselves present profit? O man! 


RT I ET Es 
e are clo I e instruc- 
agg oc parent are beneficial. 'This fact, 
the father wished his son to understand. He was 
desirous that he should know that there is a pres- 
ent reward for wise conduct. Present life and 
health are the recompense. 
gonad. e's arise to which we may _ 
"the reward o pursuing a wise, virtuous, an 
| course of conduct mn this world be eternal 


and prudent nt,when teaching his 80n on 
*.., fore his child, in lively colors, the strongest - 
ble inducement to a holy life?? How CT be 
omit to instruct him on this particular, consistent- 


ly- with the obligations of parental faithfulness. 
the other hand, if this parent knew that the 
c uence of onn1d par n world is end- 


when he was endeavoring 


Thee questions are pertinent, and demand eerious I 


consideration, All the words and 8ayings of this 


in the world to come, why did not this wise, | and you will be eminently bappy in 


less in the world to come, why did he not 
migery er * "> 


the answer, you cannot mistake; *Godliness abr 4 
profitable.” you covet gain? Covet as much 
as you will-but in all your coveting, recollect, 
that godliness is true gain. You may indulge sel- 
fighness as much as you please—but then remem- 
ber that you cannot gain anything of the least ad- 
vantage to gelf, without godliness. 'True riches, 
honor, and happiness cannot be realized without 


Secure, then, to yourself the profit of godliness, 


109-4 6.000" de es and you will leave a name 
ich 8hall embalm your memory in the bosom 


of posterity when you are on earth no more. 
ancient days, when nts their 
children as they were mov bi the 


present advantages were set befor 
e them in virtue, present 


| 


£ 
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young minds have become hardened under the 
cruel teachings of infinite wo. If young and old 
were convinced that there is no peace to the 
wicked'—that the wicked are [like the troubled 
8ea'—that there 48 tribulation and ish to ev- 
ery s8oul of mun that doeth evil '—if this were un- 
derstood instead of having the evil day put off 
into another world, and if it were also understood 
that great peace have they who love God's law 
and nothing shall offend them, we think that vir- 
tue and human happiness would be vastly increased. 
God would be more honored and man more blessed. 
B. W, 


FAVORS RECIPROCATED. 


Having arranged our affairs. 80 that the busi- 
ness of our office will hereafter be promptly exe- 
cuted, and having given our editorial brethren time 
to form and express their respective opinions con- 
cerning us and our undertaking, we take this 
a of reciprocating the favors which have 
been bestowed upon us. 

We were willing to have our paper rest upon its 
own merits. Previous to the date of our first num- 
ber, and long before aify decisive measures had 
been adopted, the editors had taken the matter 
into serious consideration, and had, by a train of 
deliberate reasoning, arrived at the conclusion that 
they, in common with their brethren, had a © moral 
right” to do all the good in their power. It came 
into their minds that a cheap paper, very much 
like this, and unlike any one in existence, in more 
respects than one, might be of some service to the 
cause of our blessed Master, and, in the true 8pirit 
of brotherly kindness, they entered upon the ar- 
duous. undertaking. 

| pig guch views, and influenced by no 
other than high and honorable considerations, we 
could not, but regret that the editors of any of our 
profesgedly liberal publications ,should deprive us 
of the pleasure of being grateful, by wi 
those acts of courtesy which are generally ex- 
pected by such as voluntarily offer to share with 
them the cares and trials of their vocation. But 
we are willing to think that our cotemporaries will 
egteem our paper more lughly, when they become 
getter acquainted with its character, and with the 
motives of its conductors; and shall patiently wait 
for 8uch civilities on their part as shall render it 
expedient and s8afe for us to notice their favors, 
without being suspected of any want of sincerity, 
or of friendly feeling towards them. 

We acknowledge our indebtedness to the highly 
regpected editor of the *Christian Messenger' 
Pons at New-Y ork, for the favorable notice he 

as taken of *The Universalist,” and the unmerit- 
ed compliment he has paid its conductors. We 
regard it as no mean praise to be thought well of 
by an editor who has taken high rank amongst the 
most talented and discreet conductors of religious 
periodicals. | 

Our invaluable friends of the *Watchman and 
Chronicle” published at W oodstock, Vt. will accept 
our thanks for the encouragement which their 
fraternal 8alutations have afforded us. They have 
paid us in advance for the efforts which we intend 
to make to secure the continuance of their a 
will confer an additional fayor, 
dially reciprocated. 


op 


olding- 


Should they publish our prospectus, they 
which will be -COT- 
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'The indefatigable editors'of- the Evangelical 
Magazine and A Adv ' will accept 
our warmest thanks for the favorable notice they, 
have taken of 'The Universalist. -If we 8ucceed 
in making it as ng of patronage as their 


widely circulated. paper, we shall not despair of 


receiving all the encouragement that has been 
expected-by the most s8anguine friends of our un- 
dertaking. 

Our friend of the * Religious Inquirer? has done 
himself and us an act of juatice, in suffering an 
unknown correspondent to correct the erroneous 
reasoning of the writer of his editorial remarks in 
a previous number of his paper. He would lose 
nothing, in our estimation, if he should state, when 
convenient, certain particulars with which we 
happen to be acquainted. But we are not un- 
reasonably tenacious. 

For the gratification of those who desire our 
guccess, we are happy in being able to state, that 
we have received 8ubstantial proofs of public 
approbation. Our subscription list is already re- 
gpectable, and 1s rapidly increasing. We con- 
tinue to s8upply the back numbers of the votame, 
from the commencement. 'They will be carefully 
done up, and sent to any part of the United States, 
when ordered. ED. 


ACROSTIC. 
night, an angel voice 
;0n wdarS, lains, 
the 8ong, © Rejoice?! rejoice! | 


There was, 
Heard on J 
Echoi 
Upon the earth a Savior reigns. 
No more shall superstitious 
In iron bands the 80ul entwine, 
Victorious over death and tears, 
Eternal life sball brightly sbine ; 
- Rich 8treams of and of love | 
Shall from the living Fountain flow, 
And God's own glory from above 
Lend life and Joy to realms below ; 
In power the Sun of righteousn 
- Shall give the | increase, 
Till earth be with heavenly peace.” 
- © g ; 8. F. 8. 


| NOTICES. | 
3-4 4 Cobb will proved ng Ne Reading next Sunday. 
r. B. ittemore will at Saugus next Sunda 

and a lecture at 5 o*clock Þ. M. at Lynnfield. ir 

The Universalist meetinghouse in Taunton will be ded-- 
icated to the service of God next week on Wednesday, 
and Br. J. B. Dodds will be installed pastor of the 8ociety 
in that place. Dedication - Sermon by Br. S. Cobb, In- 
stallation Sermon by Br. H. Ballou. Ministering brethren 
generally are invited to attend. CESS: 


MARRIED. 
by Rev. L. 8. Everett, Mr. Charles 
ane Ball. - 


-At  Charlestown, 
C. Bishop and Miss | 
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In Stoughton, by Rev. Massena B. Ballou, Mr. Samuel 
A. W. Parker Miss Prescilla J. Drake. . LO. 
In Bradford Vt." Capt Geo. W. Corliss and * *- 


P. Mussey. . 


"The following / ical Works may be bad of E -B.% 
Mussey, 29 Cornbill, at the lowest prices : | 
Horne's Introduction 10 ny 


C HEOtOgY, - +. Io 

ight 'of Nature, 4 vols. royal 8vo; Channi 
. royal 8vo; Shackford's Connections, 2 vols. 
Pulpit Assistant, 2 vols royal —— 
orks, complete-in 1 vol. royal 8vo; Priestly's Notes or 


8vo. 
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